This paper will examine the influence of private international law on domestic law reform of marriage in USA and the EU. It will be argued that a hybrid structure of norms encourages new forms of adult relationships to be recognised in states with a traditionally conservative outlook. The integration of these norms will be examined. The paper will focus on the acceptance of same sex relationships, divorce by consent and autonomy over martial assets mandated by private international law instruments. The question of whether it is appropriate to free adult relationships from national protective norms will be posed.
